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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andA:>r drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report andbr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. ^ rrhis; report contains indications relating to the following items: 



1 




Basis of the opinion 


11 


□ 


Priority 


III 


□ 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of Invention 


V 




Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


VI 
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Certain documents cited 


VII 
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Certain defects In the intemational application 


VIII 


□ 


Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 

a^d lre^^^^ to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)). 



Description, Pages 

^.8 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

^.-13 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/1 8-1 8/1 8 as originally filed 

« ..r*u M ior.».mao all the ©lements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
Zl:St Shteh SS^tonal'a^p^^^^^^ unless othe™,ise Indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andA>r 55.3). 

<:» Wtth reaard to anv nucleotide andfor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
Zier^SSnZS^S^^^ was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written fomn. 

□ filed together wrth the international application In computer readable fonm. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomi. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fonn. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomt is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ ttie drawings, sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendmerts had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must referred to under 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
' citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-13 



1-13 



1-13 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Closest prior art: 



Problem: 



Solution: 



The OTC publication "hybrid riser for deepwater offshore Africa" is 
considered the closest prior art and discloses the features of the 
preamble of claim 1 and 9. 

The installation of a riser requires to stop production and to use 
dedicated installation equipment. 

The vessel comprises a hydrocarbon processing unit and storage 
in combination with a lifting means to lower risers vertically. The 
available prior art does not disclose the combination of a lift and a 
hydrocariaon processing unit, and it fails to make any suggestions 
in this direction. With this new and inventive combination of 
features, it is possible to continue production while installing an 
additional riser and a riser may be installed at any suitable 
moment as no dedicated installation ship needs to be ordered to 
the site. 

Independent claims 1 and 9 are new and inventive. Dependent 
claims are new and inventive accordingly. 
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